[Treatment of relapses and failures in disseminated Hodgkin's disease].
Treatment of disseminated Hodgkin's disease still fails in about 50 percent of the cases. The prognosis is poorer in case of early relapse or when the disease is refractory to first-line therapy from the start. Second- or third-line chemotherapy regimens have given rather disappointing results with a complete remission rate usually around 30 percent and a small number of cures. The indications for radiotherapy in localized lymph node relapses remain to be precisely determined. Based on the theoretical dose-effect concept, high-dose chemotherapy followed by autologous bone marrow transplantation increases the number of prolonged complete remissions in patients who respond to salvage chemotherapy. A wider use of haematopoietic growth factors should reduce the toxicity of this treatment.